


A Note for Parents, Guardians & Teachers
 

This activity guide is designed to encourage curiosity, observation and 
meaningful conversations about the natural world. 

 
Through puzzles, observation challenges, drawing activities and hands-
on investigations, children discover how ancient habitat trees support 

wildlife and why protecting them matters. 
 

Children will explore: 
 

• Carnaby’s Black Cockatoos
 

• Ancient habitat trees
 

• Australian wildlife
 

• Bushland observation skills

• Conservation and caring for nature
 

• Critical thinking and problem-solving
 

• Environmental stewardship 
 

Recommended for ages 6–10
 
 

We hope this guide inspires young Bushland Guardians to notice, 
explore and protect the natural world around them.



Sharing Carly’s Conservation Companion 
 
© 2026 Michelle J Ferry. 
 
This guide was created to help children discover the wonder of Australia’s bush and the 
importance of protecting Carnaby’s Black Cockatoos and their habitat. 
 
You are warmly encouraged to share this guide with children, families, schools, libraries 
and conservation groups for educational and non-commercial use. Please keep the guide 
complete and acknowledge the author when sharing. 
 
The guide may not be altered, sold or reproduced for commercial purposes without 
written permission. 
 
If this Conservation Companion inspires even one child to look at an old tree differently, 
not just as a tree but as a home worth protecting, then it has achieved its purpose.





















Carly’s Fascinating Facts
 
 
🖤 1. They only live in one part of the world 
 
Carnaby's Black Cockatoos are found only in the south-west of Western Australia. That makes 
them a very special bird that exists nowhere else on Earth. 
 
🌳 2. Their homes take centuries to make 
 
They don't build nests like many birds. Instead, they rely on natural hollows in very old eucalypt 
trees. Large hollows suitable for Carnaby's often take 200–300 years or more to develop, which is 
why old trees are so important. 
 
👶 3. They usually raise just one chick 
 
Although females often lay two eggs, there is usually only enough food to successfully raise one 
chick. The stronger chick is normally the one that survives. 
 
❤️ 4. They form long-term partnerships 
 
Carnaby's cockatoos generally mate for life. Parents work together, with the male bringing food to 
the female while she incubates the eggs and cares for the chick. 
 
✈️ 5. They travel enormous distances 
 
A flock may fly tens of kilometres every day searching for food, water and safe places to rest. They 
migrate between their breeding areas in the Wheatbelt and feeding areas closer to the coast. 
 
🌰 6. They're expert seed crackers 
 
Their powerful beaks can split open the tough seed cones of banksias, hakeas and marri trees. In 
suburbs they also enjoy macadamias and almonds when available. 
 
👂 7. You can tell males and females apart 

Male: black bill with a pink eye ring. 
Female: pale grey bill and a lighter eye ring, often with a slightly brighter white cheek patch. 
🌧️ 
8. They're known as the "rain bird" 
 
Many Western Australians call them the rain bird because they often appear as the wetter 
months approach, and the timing of their breeding is linked to autumn rainfall. 
 
🎵 9. Their call is unforgettable 
 
Their loud, wailing " wy-lah" or " wee-loo" call can be heard long before you see them. For many 
people in Perth, hearing that call is one of the sounds that defines winter. 



10. They once blackened the sky 
 
Early settlers described flocks so enormous they "blackened the sky." Today, because of 
habitat loss, those huge flocks are rarely seen. 
 
⏳ 11. They live a long time 
 
Carnaby's Black Cockatoos can live 35 years or more in the wild, with some individuals 
documented into their mid-30s. Because they raise so few chicks, they depend on living a 
long life to replace the population. 
 
🌱 12. Every old tree is like an apartment building 
 
One old hollow tree may provide homes for cockatoos, owls, possums, parrots, bats, 
reptiles, insects and native bees. Losing one tree can mean losing homes for many 
different animals—not just the cockatoos. 
 
🌼 13. Children really can help 
 
Simple actions make a difference:

•	 Plant native banksias, hakeas and marri. 

•	 Keep birdbaths filled with fresh water in summer. 

•	 Protect old trees whenever possible. 

•	 Tell others why hollow trees matter. 

 
The fact that amazes most people is this: 
 
A Carnaby's chick may hatch in a hollow that began forming before Australia was even 
settled by Europeans. 

 
That's because the tree itself may be 
several hundred years old before it develops 
a hollow large enough for a Carnaby's 
family. It really helps children understand 
why, as Grandfather says in Carly, "Finding 
a safe home isn't easy anymore."


